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Che  Speech  at  Independence  Hall 

{AM  filled  with  deep  emotion  at  finding 
myself  standing  in  this  place,  where 
were  collected  together  the  wisdom, 
the  patriotism,  the  devotion  to  principle  from 
which  sprang  the  institutions  under  which 
we  live. 

You  have  kindly  suggested  to  me  that  in 
my  hands  is  the  task  of  restoring  peace  to  our 
distracted  country.  I  can  say  in  return,  sir, 
that  all  the  political  sentiments  I  entertain 
have  been  drawn,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  draw  them,  from  the  sentiments  which 
originated  in  and  were  given  to  the  world 
from  this  hall.  I  have  never  had  a  feeling, 
politically,  that  did  not  spring  from  the  sen- 
timents embodied  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 


I  have  often  pondered  over  the  dangers 
which  were  incurred  by  the  men  who  assem- 
bled here  and  framed  and  adopted  that 
Declaration.  I  have  pondered  over  the  toils 
that  were  endured  by  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  army  who  achieved  that  independence. 
I  have  often  inquired  of  myself  what  great 
principle  or  idea  it  was  that  kept  this  Con- 
federacy so  long  together.  It  was  not  the 
mere  matter  of  separation  of  the  colonies 
from  the  motherland,  but  that  sentiment  in 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  which  gave 
liberty  not  alone  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
but  hope  to  all  the  world,  for  all  future  time. 
It  was  that  which  gave  promise  that  in  due 
time  the  weights  would  be  lifted  from  the 
shoulders  of  all  men,  and  that  all  should  have 
an  equal  chance.  This  is  the  sentiment 
embodied  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Now,  my  friends,  can  this  country  be 
saved  on  that  basis .f*  If  it  can,  I  will  con- 
sider myself  one  of  the  happiest  men  in  the 
world  if  I  can  help  to  save  it.  If  it  cannot 
be  saved  upon  that  principle,  it  will  be  truly 
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awful.  But  if  this  country  cannot  be  saved 
without  giving  up  that  principle,  I  was  about 
to  say  I  would  rather  be  assassinated  on  this 
spot  than  surrender  it. 

Now,  in  my  view  of  the  present  aspect  of 
affairs,  there  is  no  need  of  bloodshed  and  war. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  it.  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  such  a  course;  and  I  may  say  in  ad- 
vance that  there  will  be  no  bloodshed  unless 
it  is  forced  upon  the  government.  The 
government  will  not  use  force  unless  force  is 
used  against  it. 

My  friends,  this  is  wholly  an  unprepared 
speech.  I  did  not  expect  to  be  called  on  to 
say  a  word  when  I  came  here.  I  supposed  I 
was  merely  to  do  something  toward  raising 
a  flag.  I  may,  therefore,  have  said  something 
indiscreet.  But  I  have  said  nothing  but  what 
I  am  willing  to  live  by,  and,  if  it  be  the 
pleasure  of  Almighty  God,  to  die  by. 


Che  GeUcysbur^  /Iddrcss 

FOURSCORE  and  seven  years  ago  our 
fathers  brought  forth  on  this  conti- 
nent a  new  nation,  conceived  in  liberty, 
and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  all  men 
are  created  equal. 

Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war, 
testing  whether  that  nation,  or  any  nation  so 
conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  long  endure. 
We  are  met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  that 
war.  We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion 
of  that  field  as  a  final  resting  place  for  those 
who  here  gave  their  lives  that  that  nation 
might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper 
that  we  should  do  this. 

But,  in  a  larger  sense,  we  cannot  dedi- 
cate—  we  cannot  consecrate  —  we  cannot 
hallow — this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living 
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and  dead,  who  struggled  here,  have  conse- 
crated it  far  above  our  poor  power  to  add  or 
detract.  The  world  will  little  note  nor  long 
remember  what  we  say  here,  but  it  can  never 
forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the 
living,  rather,  to  be  dedicated  here  to  the 
unfinished  work  which  they  who  fought 
here  have  thus  far  so  nobly  advanced.  It  is 
rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the 
great  task  remaining  before  us  —  that  from 
these  honored  dead  we  take  increased  de- 
votion to  that  cause  for  which  they  gave 
the  last  full  measure  of  devotion;  that  we 
here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not 
have  died  in  vain;  that  this  nation,  under 
God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom ; 
and  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people  for  the  people  shall  not  perish  from 
the  earth. 


Che  Second  Inaugural  /Iddress 

FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN :  At 
this  second  appearing  to  take  the  oath 
of  the  Presidential  office,  there  is  less 
occasion  for  an  extended  address  than  there 
was  at  the  first.  Then  a  statement,  some- 
what in  detail  of  a  course  to  be  pursured, 
seemed  fitting  and  proper.  Now,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  four  years,  during  which  public 
declarations  have  been  constantly  called  forth 
on  every  point  and  phase  of  the  great  contest 
which  still  absorbs  the  attention  and  engrosses 
the  energies  of  the  nation,  little  that  is  new 
could  be  presented.  The  progress  of  our 
arms,  upon  which  all  else  chiefly  depends,  is 
as  well  known  to  the  public  as  to  myself; 
and  it  is,  I  trust,  reasonably  satisfactory  and 
encouraging   to  all.     With    high    hope   for 
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the  future,  no  prediction  in  regard  to  it  is 
ventured. 

On  the  occasion  corresponding  to  this  four 
years  ago,  all  thoughts  were  anxiously  di- 
rected to  an  impending  civil  war.  All 
dreaded  it — all  sought  to  avert  it.  While 
the  inaugural  address  was  being  delivered 
from  this  place,  devoted  altogether  to  saving 
the  Union  without  war,  insurgent  agents 
were  in  the  city  seeking  to  destroy  it  without 
war — seeking  to  dissolve  the  Union,  and  di- 
vide effects,  by  negotiation.  Both  parties 
deprecated  war ;  but  one  of  them  would 
make  war  rather  than  let  the  nation  survive; 
and  the  other  would  accept  war  rather  than 
let  it  perish.     And  the  war  came. 

One  eighth  of  the  whole  population  were 
colored  slaves,  not  distributed  generally  over 
the  Union,  but  localized  in  the  southern  part 
of  it.  These  slaves  constituted  a  peculiar 
and  powerful  interest.  All  knew  that  this 
interest  was,  somehow,  the  cause  of  the  war. 
To  strengthen,  perpetuate,  and  exteod  this  in- 
terest was  the  object  for  which  the  insurgents 


would  rend  the  Union,  even  by  war;  while  the 
government  claimed  no  right  to  do  more  than 
to  restrict  the  territorial  enlargement  of  it. 

Neither  party  expected  for  the  war  the 
magnitude  or  the  duration  which  it  has  al- 
ready attained.  Neither  anticipated  that  the 
cause  of  the  conflict  might  cease  with,  or 
even  before,  the  conflict  itself  should  cease. 
Each  looked  for  an  easier  triumph,  and  a  re- 
sult less  fundamental  and  astounding.  Both 
read  the  same  Bible,  and  pray  to  the  same 
God ;  and  each  invokes  his  aid  against  the 
other.  It  may  seem  strange  that  any  men 
should  dare  to  ask  a  just  God's  assistance  in 
wringing  their  bread  from  the  sweat  of  other 
men's  faces;  but  let  us  judge  not,  that  we  be 
not  judged.  The  prayers  of  both  could  not 
be  answered — that  of  neither  has  been  an- 
swered fully. 

The  Almighty  has  his  own  purposes. 
"  Woe  unto  the  world  because  of  offenses ! 
for  it  must  needs  be  that  offenses  come;  but 
woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the  offense 
Cometh ! "    If  we  shall  suppose  that  American 
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slavery  is  one  of  those  offenses  which,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  must  needs  come,  but 
which,  having  continued  through  his  ap- 
pointed time,  he  now  wills  to  remove,  and  that 
he  gives  to  both  North  and  South  this  terrible 
war,  as  the  woe  due  to  those  by  whom  the 
offense  came,  shall  we  discern  therein  any 
departure  from  those  divine  attributes  which 
the  believers  in  a  living  God  always  ascribe  to 
him?  Fondly  do  we  hope — fervently  do  we 
pray — that  this  mighty  scourge  of  war  may 
speedily  pass  away.  Yet  if  God  wills  that  it 
continue  until  all  the  wealth  piled  by  the 
bondman's  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of 
unrequited  toil  shall  be  sunk,  and  until  every 
drop  of  blood  drawn  with  the  lash  shall  be 
paid  by  another  drawn  with  the  sword,  as  was 
said  three  thousand  years  ago,  so  still  it  must 
be  said,  "  The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are 
true,  and  righteous  altogether." 

With  malice  toward    none ;  with  charity 

for  all ;  with  firmness   in  the  right,  as  God 

gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to 

finish  the  work  we  are  in ;  to   bind  up  the 
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nation's  wounds ;  to  care  for  him  who  shall 
have  borne  the  battle,  and  for  his  widow, 
and  his  orphan — to  do  all  which  may  achieve 
and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among 
ourselves,  and  with  all  nations. 
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TKis  is  the  TKird 

This  Booklet  is  the  third  of  the  "American 
Classics  Series."  The  first  was  "Bagatelles," 
by  Franklin  and  the  second  was  "The  Speech 
at  Buffalo,"  by  McKinley. 

They  are  published  partly  for  the  pleasure 
they  afford  in  reading  over  the  masterpieces 
of  American  literature,  but  mainly  to  show 
the  high  quality  of  our  printing. 

We  give  careful  personal  attention  to  each 
order,  and  not  one  is  allowed  to  leave  unless  it 
is  up  to  a  high  standard — no  matter  whether 
it  is  a  simple  little  card  or  an  elaborate  and 
finely  illustrated  booklet  or  catalogue. 

Give  us  a  trial  order — we  will  print  it  in 
such  a  way  that  you  will  want  to  send  to 
us  for  more  printing. 

BENJAMIN  F.  EMERY 

Printer 

21  South  Seventh  Street,  Philadelphia 

Keystone  'Phone,  Main  46-31 -A 
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Our  Specialty 

While  we  are  equipped  for  all  kinds  of  job 
printing,  our  specialty  is  the  production  of 

Fine  Booklets 

If  you  are  contemplating  the  issue  of  a  book- 
let for  any  purpose  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  and  give  our  assistance  in  estimat- 
ing size,  cost,  etc.  We  can  furnish  special 
designs  and  illustrations,  and  will  help  you 
to  produce  a  booklet  first  class  in  every  way. 
The  difference  in  cost  between  high-grade 
booklets  and  the  ordinary  kind  is  not  so 
great  as  might  be  supposed.  You  can  lose 
nothing  by  getting  our  prices. 


BENJAMIN  F.  EMERY 

Printer 

21  South  Seventh  Street,  Philadelphia 

Keystone  'Phone,  Main  46-31 -A 
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Promptness 

Promptness  is  a  good  quality  at 
all  times,  but  it  seems  to  be  espec- 
ially necessary  to  the  printing  bus- 
iness. There  is  so  much  printed 
matter  required  for  fixed  occasions, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  man  who 
suddenly  discovers  he  is  out  of 
letter  heads  or  other  necessary 
srationery,  that  the  orders  are 
usually  accompanied  by  a  "hurry 
up"  request. 

It  is  just  such  orders  that  we 
delight  in,  and  if  you  send  your 
"rush"  orders  here  you  will  not 
be  disappointed  in  the  delivery. 

Benjamin  ?.  Emerv 

21  South  Seventh  Street,  Philadelphia 

Keystone  'Phone,  Main  46-3 i-A 
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Look  Over  Your  Stock 

Perhaps  you  are  running  short  of  a  very 
necessary  article  of  stationery.  To  be  with- 
out bill  heads  when  you  need  a  bill  head  is 
apt  to  be  inconvenient,  to  say  the  least. 

Letter  Heads 

Bill  Heads 

Statements 

Envelopes 

Receipts 

Blanks  of  any  kind 

It  is  easy  to  avoid  the  inconvenience.  Call 
up  Keystone  'Phone  Main  46-3 i-A  and  we 
will  call  on  you  at  once  and  give  prices  on 
any  kind  of  printed  matter. 

WHY   NOT   ORDER   IT   NOW? 

BENJAMIN  F.  EMERY 

Printer 

21  South  Seventh  Street,  Philadelphia 
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the  Tinest  Printing 


If  you  are  in  need  of 
Printing  and  wish  an 
extra  nice  piece  of 
work,  send  it  to  us. 
We  have  the  facilities 
for  the  most  particular 
class  of  work,  and  you 
will  be  sure  of  getting 
a  high  quality  of  print- 
ing if  you  place  the 
order    in    our    hands. 


Benjamin  ?.  Cmerv 

21  $.  Seventh  St..  Pbiladclpbia 


